Biological chemistry of thiols in the vasculature and in vascular-related disease.
For all their similarities in structure and common chemistry, the functions of the amino thiols in vascular biology are remarkably different. This review details the basic chemistry of sulfhydryls that dictates their functions in health and disease. In addition, the biochemistry and metabolism of each thiol are outlined, in an effort to highlight its specific contributions to the normal biology and physiology of blood vessels and to the pathogenesis of vascular-related disease.